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DRIFT FLY STURGEON
BAR SPIN CAST
CASTING
SPEY

REPAIRSREPAIRS

46260 Harford Suite #1 Chilliwack, BC V2P 2W3
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BELLES

Rainwear
Hats
Outerwear
Sleeping Bags
Knives
Binoculars
Fishing Tackle

Inflatable Boats,
Ski Tubes & Floaters

7285 James St Mission BC 826-8050
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SPORTS

WARRANTY CENTRES

Bait
Licenses
Air Guns

Ammo
Life Jackets

Ski Vests
Paint Ball Guns

6 BIG

SCREEN

TV'S

FISHERMENS'

RETREAT

COLD BEER & WINE STORE
PUB HOURS: Mon - Sat 11 am - 1:30 am

SUNDAY 11 am - 11 pm

5865 Vedder Road (Close to CFB Chilliwack) 858-3505
BEER & WINE STORE HOURS:
Mon - Sun 9 am - 11 pm (7 DAYS A WEEK)

GREAT
FOOD

GOOD
TIMES

CLOSE TO
VEDDER RIVER

ffree classifieds

www.steelheadermag.com

FRESHWATER SALTWATER FLY

You’ll find it all in the colourful pages of

The magazine of choice for BC’S
most successful anglers

$22 A YEAR

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

1-800-816-0747
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Bill Herzog
Excerpt from“Steelhead Drift
Fishing”

Float fishing is not true
drift fishing, but an
entirely different

technique. To properly dis-
cuss float fishing for steel-
head would require another
book. Since my personal
experience with floats is
minimal, and I have only had
the opportunity to float fish
with a few experts, what you
will read in this portion of the
chapter will simply be how
the float can be used to
increase access and opportu-
nities on the river.
  Float fishing is a technique
our British Columbia neigh-
bors have perfected, as most
steelheaders there use floats.
They also use much longer
rods, and often different
reels. This is an odd diver-
sity; in Washington and
Oregon 90% of the anglers
bottom-bounce with drift
gear. Which technique is
more productive? I can’t say,
but there are certain river
situations where using a float
can put the terminal outfit
over steelhead where it
would be difficult, if not
impossible, to do so by

Float fishing for steelhead
Gord GiesbrechtGord GiesbrechtGord GiesbrechtGord GiesbrechtGord Giesbrecht

Vedder River Wild Steelhead

bottom- bouncing.
  Depending on how heavy
your gear is, and how heavy
the weighting system is will
dictate the size of float you
use. Floats between 4 and 8
inches long, and approxi-
mately one to 1-1/2 inch in
diameter will do the job.
Steelhead floats come in a
variety of materials: cork,
balsa wood and closed-cell
foam. Closed cell foam
floats are the most popular
because of their versatility
and inexpensiveness making
them attractive to the
steelheader.
  Called “dink” floats by
B.C. anglers, they will be the
ones that will be focused on
in this text whenever floats
are mentioned. They are
difficult to find in the States,
but more companies and
private businessmen are now
making them available. If
you cannot find them, they
can be made from the largest
diameter backer foam, the
same material that the rag
drift bobber is made from.
  First, let’s look at how to rig
the float. There are two
styles of floats: sliding and
non-sliding. For almost all
situations, the non- slider

will do for occasional duty.
Sliding floats require addi-
tional pieces to the terminal
gear, and are only necessary
when fishing water over 10
feet deep. Since 95% of all
steelhead lay in holding
water shallower than 10 feet,
the occasional float user
should stick with the non-
slider. For the weighting
system, rig below the float
with the same terminal setup
you use when drifting the
same conditions. Again, there
is a more elaborate weight-
ing system you can use by
employing graduations of
split shot placed between the
float and leader, but for
special situation drift fisher-
man, the standard terminal
setup will do. While float
fishing this way, you will be
using much less weight than
when drift fishing the same
water. The maximum amount
of weight needed is just
enough to sink the terminal
outfit. Adjust the amount of
weight until the float is
riding vertically in the water.
  When float fishing, adjust
the depth so your bait will be
approximately one foot from
the bottom of the holding
water. It is better to start

fishing a little deep and
shorten the line until bottom
is not touched or only
touches infrequently. When
the float only shudders a few
times during the presentation
(from touching bottom), you
are fishing the float properly.
  Foam dink floats have two
small diameter, 2 inch long
plastic tubes inserted at an
angle through each end, from
the center of the end coming
out the side of the float. This
allows the mainline to be
slipped into one tube on one
end. By making one wrap
around the body of the float
and inserting the line into the
other tube, the float can be
fished non-sliding.
  When fishing the float, you
will want to keep as much
line out of the water (from
float to rod tip) as possible.
Setting a hook with slack in
the line is impossible with a
float, and line hanging in the
water will unnecessarily
speed up the drift. Allow the
float to travel at the same
speed as the existing current.
Strikes are easier to detect
than when normal drift
fishing. The float is the strike

See Float fishing pg.10


